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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">No man could listen to such a speech without being<BR>deeply moved, and none did. But personal courage<BR>and dignity in the hour of his extremity were no<BR>sufficient answer to the treason and destruction of<BR>which StrafFord stood accused. Pym and Hampden<BR>and their friends could not but have foreseen that<BR>the trial upon which they were determined would be<BR>attended by such emotional crises. They were not<BR>insensitive to the pity of it all, but they were not to<BR>be turned from their purpose. And now suddenly<BR>they were faced by a contingency which resulted in<BR>an action that has vexed controversy ever since. As<BR>StraflFord sat down, his last words said, it was realised<BR>that the weight of his personal appeal would pass for<BR>the moment, but on the other hand, the objection<BR>which he had raised in law, whether tenable or not,<BR>was disturbing to the prosecution. The opinion of<BR>historians has been sharply divided as to what the<BR>situation at the moment really was. Modern writers,<BR>such as Gardiner and Prothero, maintain that after<BR>Strafford's defence it was improbable that the Lords<BR>would convict on a charge of high treason. Others<BR>again, believe that after the evidence that had been<BR>taken, no escape for Strafford was possible. And on<BR>the whole this appears to be the likelier view. Vane's<BR>notes alone must have been sufficient to destroy him.<BR>In any case, after Strafford's speech, some of the<BR>leaders of the impeachment took fright. Pym made<BR>an effective recapitulation of the charges, and St.<BR>John in the House argued at length, with all the<BR>L</FONT><FONT FACE=\"Arial\" SIZE=\"4\">                            </FONT><FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">177</FONT><BR>\
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</DIV>\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:12.8pt 36.2pt 0.0pt 36.4pt; text-align:justify; text-indent:11.9pt;\">\
<SPAN class=font2 style=\" line-height:13.8pt;\">No man could listen to such a speech without being<BR>deeply moved, and none did. But personal courage<BR>and dignity in the hour of his extremity were no<BR>sufficient answer to the treason and destruction of<BR>which StrafFord stood accused. Pym and Hampden<BR>and their friends could not but have foreseen that<BR>the trial upon which they were determined would be<BR>attended by such emotional crises. They were not<BR>insensitive to the pity of it all, but they were not to<BR>be turned from their purpose. And now suddenly<BR>they were faced by a contingency which resulted in<BR>an action that has vexed controversy ever since. As<BR>StraflFord sat down, his last words said, it was realised<BR>that the weight of his personal appeal would pass for<BR>the moment, but on the other hand, the objection<BR>which he had raised in law, whether tenable or not,<BR>was disturbing to the prosecution. The opinion of<BR>historians has been sharply divided as to what the<BR>situation at the moment really was. Modern writers,<BR>such as Gardiner and Prothero, maintain that after<BR>Strafford's defence it was improbable that the Lords<BR>would convict on a charge of high treason. Others<BR>again, believe that after the evidence that had been<BR>taken, no escape for Strafford was possible. And on<BR>the whole this appears to be the likelier view. Vane's<BR>notes alone must have been sufficient to destroy him.<BR>In any case, after Strafford's speech, some of the<BR>leaders of the impeachment took fright. Pym made<BR>an effective recapitulation of the charges, and St.<BR>John in the House argued at length, with all the<BR>L</SPAN><SPAN class=font0 style=\" line-height:13.8pt;\">                            </SPAN><SPAN class=font2 style=\" line-height:13.8pt;\">177</SPAN><BR>\
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